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Abstract:

Iranian society, particularly its intellectual and political elites,
responded to the challenges posed by conflicts of interest and values by
seeking to establish legal institutions during the Constitutional
Revolution to manage these conflicts and crises. However, institutional
policymaking, especially concerning the National Consultative
Assembly, not only failed to provide a balanced and institutionalized
response to political and social disputes but also experienced functional
contradictions. Instead of fostering political stability, it exacerbated
conflicts, ultimately facilitating the resurgence of authoritarian and
autocratic rule. This study aims to examine the structural crises of
institutional dysfunction in the National Consultative Assembly and
analyze the factors contributing to its transformation from an effective
institution into an instrument for reproducing authoritarian autocracy.
The research hypothesis posits that the National Consultative Assembly
underwent functional contradictions due to various factors, including
institutional overlap, institutional weakness, shifts in institutional
performance, external power influence, and conflicts of interest. These
crises led to the Assembly’s inefficiency and its transition from a
legitimate political institution to a tool for reinforcing personalized
power dynamics. This research employs a qualitative methodology with
a historical sociology approach, utilizing library and archival research
methods for data collection.

Keywords: Institutionalism, National Consultative Assembly,
Functional Contradiction, Democracy, Authoritarianism.
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