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~ Abstract

. During the period of the religious authority (marjaiyya) of Grand
i Ayatollah Borujerdi, Takfiri Salafi discourse was reproduced in parts
of the Islamic world. This discourse, rather than concentrating on an
external “Other,” identified Shiism as its primary Other. The purpose
of this article is to analyze and explain the manner in which Grand
- Ayatollah Borujerdi played a soft and structural role in confronting

Takfiri Salafi discourse. Accordingly, the main research question of the

*. Associate Professor of Political article is: How did Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi prevent the othering of
Science, Department of Political . ) . o .
sz::zz: Zpyzt:,rﬁzr}ll °Bor§u‘j;‘r’ﬁi Shiism by Takfiri Salafi discourse?The article’s hypothesis is
University, formulated as follows: By drawing upon the Hadith al-Thagalayn and

Na.pourhassan@abru.ac.ir. o . . .
emphasizing the doctrinal and practical commonalities among the

various Islamic schools of thought, Grand Ayatollah Borujerdi, through
the idea of rapprochement among Islamic denominations (taqrib al-
madhahib), prevented the amplification of sectarian differences
promoted by Takfiri Salafi discourse against Shiism.The outcome of
his initiatives-particularly in the field of jurisprudence of
rapprochement-was the promotion of coexistence between Shia and
Sunni Muslims. In this way, through very close relations with the
intellectual and religious authority of al-Azhar, the foundations for the
othering of Shiism by Takfiri Salafi discourse were minimized for

several decades.
Keywords: Ayatollah Borujerdi; al-Azhar; Rapprochement (Taqrib);
Shiism; Takfiri Salafism
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